St. Albans Community Meeting
January 13, 2010
St. Alban’s City Council Chambers
Fifteen people attended the meeting.  Regional partners participating in the meeting included Catherine Dimitruk, Northwest Regional Planning Commission, Ruth Wallman, Grand Isle Chamber of Commerce and Tim Smith, Franklin County Industrial Development Corporation.   Program staff attending were Josh Hanford, Carl Bohlen and Lisa Ryan from the Vermont Community Development Program.  
Jim Tischler, City of St. Albans welcomed participants and gave introductions.  Josh Hanford gave an overview of the Consolidated Planning process.
Public comments:

Jim Walsh, Franklin County Chamber of Commerce encouraged the continued development of second and third floor downtown buildings and would like to see a priority on that type of Economic Development to keep downtowns vibrant.  He suggested developing incentives to encourage re-development of upper stories.  
Tim Smith, Franklin County Industrial Development Corporation, would also like to see incentives for the re-development of upper stories in downtowns, and cited a need for a mix of market rate units and LMI housing.
Linda Ryan, Samaritan House, agrees that mix of housing would really benefit downtown.  
Andrea Beaderstadt, Green Mountain Transit Agency of Franklin and Grand Isle commended that Implementation funding is needed.  She also commented that the definition of affordable housing needs to be re-evaluated.   $250,000 a units is not an affordable home in VT.  Transportation is a must and when reviewing housing applications, we should be asking ourselves about access to public transportations, sidewalks, bus stops, and if the housing is linked with jobs and services.
Catherine Dimitruk, Northwest Regional Planning Commission wants to see the priority for downtowns and designated village center continue.  She would also like to see the continued equal priority on Housing and Economic Development.

Tim Smith, Franklin County Industrial Corporation commented that if redevelopment of upper stories in downtowns is going to be a priority, that there needs to be coordination with municipalities to ensure a desirable living environment.  There needs to be access to parking, In addition, some downtowns do street and sidewalk cleaning late in the evening.  This needs to be considered when developing housing.

Holly Creeks, Central Vermont Office of Economic Opportunity Micro Business Development, would like to see more coordination with transportation and a consideration for funding resource center for ride share or for other small business needs.  Funding small business office space where people could share resources, fax machines, conference rooms, etc. would greatly support micro business.

Susie Gray, business owner and landscape designer, would like to see emphasis on access to food for LMI people.  She suggested looking for ways to encourage green roof design, providing green space for food production, encouraging edible landscape design in the projects that we see.

Holly Creeks, Central Vermont Office of Economic Opportunity Micro Business Development priorities should be given to projects that incorporate green roofs, community gardens and shared kitchen space.  There is a need for food processing and freezing facility.

Ruth Wallman, Grand Isle Chamber of Commerce, stated the biggest stumbling block for projects is the match requirements.  She also talked about the need for senior housing in Grand Isle and the lack of Public Transportation.  She would like to see an investment in alternative energy, like wind.  

Ronny Burt, resident and business owner, the state must prioritize.  While Burt acknowledged the benefit of roof top gardens, he also pointed out that we live in a rural environment where there is ample opportunity to access land.  We should be focusing on things that we lack like barriers to affordable electricity.  It is so expensive.  We need to prioritize energy affordability.  We should also be targeting funds to communities that demonstrate a need.  

Linda Ryan, Samaritan House, states that affordable housing in our state is really more affordable to people of moderate income.  There are not enough opportunities for very low income people, even in housing that is developed and managed by non-profit groups.  We need more housing subsidies.  This would not only support extremely low income people, but it would also support landlords.  
Mike Bard, USDA Rural Development has seen more and more problems with credit with the down turn in the economy.  We should look at developing programs to address financial health and do more in terms of financial counseling.  Priority should be given to projects that involve credit counseling

Jim Tischler, City of St. Albans, VCDP should consider prioritizing and targeting funds to area wide benefit communities.  Allow communities to provide evidence that sub-areas meet the LMI target as well.  Jim would also like to see VCDP adopt a policy to require higher energy efficiency standards like LEED for Neighborhood Development which incorporates smart growth principals as well as greed building design.  We should be using these standards to evaluate CD projects.  VCDP should target dollars to Designated Downtowns and Village Centers then to Growth Centers and does not encourage VCDP funds to be used for expanding infrastructure to areas that don’t already have access, but rather at looking at areas that have under utilized existing infrastructure.  Jim cites that one of the barriers to upper story use of downtown buildings is the cost of elevators.  He suggests targeting funds for re-development of uppers stories with ADA access in mind.  The City of St. Albans wants to see mixed income housing.  VCDP should consider having a minimum % of market rate units in every project and suggested 33%.  State should require that all projects have 33% market rate housing available.  VCDP should consider a priority for façade improvement to downtown building owners.  He would also like to see a priority for entrepreneurial and home grown business development in the form of incubators or co-ops.
Andrea Beaderstadt, priority should be given for senior housing in areas that have a lack of it.  She would also like to see priority given to projects that rehab existing units and housing stock.

Tim Smith commented on the two top priorities of Housing and Economic Development and stated that although they have equal priority in the current Con Plan that it seems as though Housing gets a lot more attention.  He would like to see VCDP allow more flexibility for ED projects and would like a longer grant period to achieve benefit.  

Mike Bard would like to see continued support for infrastructure as public water and sewer are a must in order to have secure housing stock.

Diane Gates, resident of Franklin, would like to set the state set renewable energy goals.

Meeting adjourned.

