For Immediate Release 

DATE: [Insert]

CONTACT: [Insert]

[Town Name] Awarded State Planning Grant

 [DATELINE, Vt.] –  [Town Name ] was awarded [insert your grant total $] in state funds to undertake [insert your project name].  This grant comes from the state Municipal and Regional Planning Fund, which was established in 1988 to help Vermont municipalities guide future growth and development and improve their quality of life.  

[Town Name] was one of 42 towns across Vermont selected in a competitive award process.  The projects funded this year will support necessary town plan and bylaw updates and infrastructure investment through capital budget plans, as well as planning-related downtown and village revitalization efforts. These cover a broad spectrum of issues including planning for economic development and flood recovery.
The project will [Insert description of community project.  Include quote from local leader or planning commission if possible.]   [Town Name] will have a year and a half to complete this project. 
“The communities receiving these grants have a strong understanding of the planning goals of the state and are looking to implement tools that encourage and support new economic and community activity, balanced with maintaining an active working landscape,” said Noelle MacKay, Commissioner of the Department of Economic, Housing and Community Development. “The grantees have clearly demonstrated thoughtfulness and innovation as they acknowledge our historic assets, but look to our future disaster resilience and economic development needs.”
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